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1.75% 
articles changed

14.2% 
page views

~x2 
revert rate

~x5 
edits on avg.





Content changes examples











Systematic Knowledge Manipulation

KNOWLEDGE
MANIPULATION

IN RWFORK

Territorial Claims
(24.19%)

Terminology Shifts 
(11.24%)

LGBT Related 
(0.48%)

Cultural Metadata
(11.77%)

Russian Medicines Law
(5.32%)

Metadata Updates
(18.24%)

Sanctions Context Edits
(8.23%)

Editing Caution Removal 
(10.37%)

~90% 
changes

8 
categories

~44% 
related to the Russo-Ukrainian War



First study of how original Wikipedia content has been forked and
manipulated to meet the requirements of a national regulation.

RWFork dataset is available for further study: 
https://zenodo.org/records/15073728

Summary 

RWFork edits target top visited and controversial pages
Editors follow office-hour activity patterns
Changes are systematic, mostly focused on the Russo-Ukrainian War







Ruwiki chatbot answers*





Thank you!
Presented by: 
Mykola Trokhymovych
trokhymovych.com


	Characterizing Knowledge Manipulation in a Russian Wikipedia Fork
	[a.k.a. RWFork]

	About me:
	Mykola Trokhymovych
	trokhymovych.com  |  mykola.trokhymovych@upf.edu

	Q&A
	Why Wikipedia?
	Wikipedia and Censorship
	Some actors disagree with Wikipedia’s content and policies.

	Internet Governance in Russia
	Creating an Alternative Wikipedia (RWFork)
	How has Wikipedia's knowledge been manipulated in RWFork?
	33,664
	(1.75%)

	Data collection
	Step 1. Pages selection
	🔹 A list of approximately 1.9 million titles was compiled based on a Russian Wikimedia dump. 🔹 Corresponding articles were searched in RWFork. 🔹 Defined the subset of 33,664 changed articles.


	Data collection
	Step 2. Defining the initial state of the page
	🔹 Compared the revision histories between Russian Wikipedia and RWFork. 🔹 Identified the “parent” revision from Russian Wikipedia – the page version that served as the starting point for RWFork.


	Data collection
	Step 3. Extracting the changes in content
	🔹 Detected and processed text changes using the procedure from previous work, which is based on the mwedittypes tool.


	Data collection
	Step 4. Extending dataset page features
	🔹 Enchancing the dataset by extracting:
	changed references
	pages location
	page topics
	engagement metrics
	etc...


	Initial Data Analysis: Key Insights
	Changing influential and controversial pages
	Coordinated Editing Patterns
	Content changes examples
	Systematization of Content Changes
	Systematization of Content Changes
	Systematization of Content Changes
	Step 2. Getting vector representation and clustering:

	Systematization of Content Changes
	Step 3. Building the taxonomy of changes*

	Systematic Knowledge Manipulation
	KNOWLEDGE MANIPULATION IN RWFORK

	Summary
	Why is it important?
	Short-term:
	Amplification & institutionalization of specific websites (references).
	Risks of using data in training and inference for modern AI models.

	Long-term:
	Legitimize certain ideologies in law, education, and media regulation.
	It can influence national identity, historical memory, and international perception.


	Why is it important?
	Ruwiki chatbot answers*
	What’s next?
	Thank you!

